
Appendix 5 – Spoken Language 

We believe spoken language to be fundamental to the achievement of the children at St. Peter’s. 

Our curriculum reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development – cognitively, 

socially and linguistically. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for 

developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. Spoken 

language underpins the development of reading and writing. 

Spoken language is fundamental to learning. From the first days in school, speaking and listening 

play a large part in a child’s progress in all curriculum areas and teachers plan to develop these skills 

in a wide variety of ways. We aim to develop and encourage fluent speakers, who confident to 

operate in a wide range of situations. 

We develop spoken language skills through the whole curriculum. We prioritise good speaking and 

listening skills amongst all our pupils. Statutory requirements which underpin all aspects of spoken 

language across the six years of primary education form part of our curriculum. These are reflected 

and contextualised within the reading and writing.  

 

 

Examples of ways we develop spoken language at St. Peter’s: 

-Through daily taught reading lessons (particularly a Tuesday vocabulary session)  

-Through weekly talk homework  

-Through weekly Talk, Talk, Talk sessions within class   

  

Pupils should be taught to: 

 listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

 ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

 use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

 articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

 give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for 

expressing feelings 

 maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and 

initiating and responding to comments 

 use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and 

exploring ideas 

 speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

 participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates 

 gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

 consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

 select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 

 


