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The importance of English  
English is the crucial life skill to which all children are entitled. Without equipping our children with good reading, 
writing and communication skills, we do our children a disservice. English skills are essential to children’s life 
chances and give them the ability to think, create and communicate in the written and spoken form, as well as 
explore the world and feed their imagination through the magic of reading.  
 

Fill your paper with the breathings of your heart. William Wordsworth 

 
Aims   
‘Teachers should develop pupil’s spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary as integral aspects of the 
teaching of every subject. English is both a subject in its own right and the medium for teaching; for pupils, 
understanding the language provides access to the whole curriculum. Fluency in the English language is an 
essential foundation for success in all subjects.’ (National Curriculum) 
 
At St Peter’s Primary & Nursery School we aim to provide opportunities for children to: 
 
 Speak clearly, fluently, confidently and listen patiently and carefully so that they can communicate effectively 

in a range of situations, including formal presentations; 
 Develop their ability to learn through discussion, elaborating and clearly explaining their understanding and 

ideas; 
 Read fluently and with good understanding; 
 Develop a love of literature and language; 
 Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information; 
 Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for 

reading, writing and spoken language; 
 Write clearly, accurately and effectively for a range of audiences and purposes. 
 
Planning for Teaching and Learning at St Peter’s 
At KS1 and KS2, all aspects of the National Curriculum Programme of Study are taught.  Foundation Stage 
teachers use the EYFS Development Matters document.  All class teachers are expected to follow the agreed St 
Peter’s Learning and Teaching Policy. Teachers of parallel classes plan together, ensuring all objectives have been 
taught and opportunities given to apply these skills. English is taught through a range of texts and genres to allow 
for consistent and effective teaching and learning. However, it is expected that the skills taught will be applied 
across the curriculum.  A variety of teaching and learning styles are used in English to accommodate the needs 
and learning styles of children.  
    
Scheme of Work 
Our school scheme of work is a working document composed of ongoing plans produced on a week by week 
basis. Plans are developed from the NC Framework.  They are adapted to reflect the needs of individual children. 
 
Cross Curricular  
Throughout the entire curriculum opportunities exist to extend and promote English. Teachers actively seek to 
take advantage of these opportunities to make English meaningful, relevant and fun. 
 
Assessment and Record Keeping 
The children’s English books are a good source evidence for progress, although discussions and observations 
should also be a key part of assessment. Termly summative assessments in reading and grammar, punctuation 
and spelling (GPS) are also undertaken. Pupils’ progress is reported to parents annually as part of the child’s 
school report and through thrice yearly parent meetings.  



Assessment in English is viewed as part of the assessment for learning cycle. Learning objectives and steps to 
success are shared with the children in every lesson so they are clear about, and involved in, their learning 
journey.  Children are provided with opportunities for self/peer-assessment and improvement. Marking is 
developmental and children are provided with next steps to extend their learning at least weekly. Teachers 
monitor the acquisition of skills, knowledge and understanding through appropriate teacher intervention, 
observations and discussions with groups and individuals. Records of achievement in the key skills in English for 

each year group are updated termly. 
 
Resources and Resource Management 
Funding for English is allocated within the school budget plan for each financial year. There is a central English 
budget to cover the purchase of books and resources.  Each class has a set of English resources, such as 
dictionaries and reading books that is the responsibility of the class teacher and teaching assistants. Additional 
reading resources can be found in the library.  
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
The English Subject Leaders, along with Team Leaders, monitor planning, assessments and samples of work each 
term.  Assessments are moderated throughout the year and in depth at the end of each term, to ensure they 
accurately reflect what the children know and can do.  The results of this monitoring are shared with the staff. An 
evaluation of standards, achievement, leadership and the curriculum in English is carried out each year by the 
Subject Leaders and subject strengths and areas for each development are identified. This then forms the basis 
for an annual action plan which is shared with staff.  
 
Equal Opportunities  
The teaching of English is in accordance with St Peter’s Equality Plan.  We aim to provide equal access to English 
irrespective of ability, ethnicity, gender or disability. 
 
Special Educational Needs 
English will be differentiated in order to meet the needs of individual learners. 
 

Where necessary, adaptations will be made to the curriculum, to equipment and to resources to allow children 
with SEND, and those for whom English is an additional language (EAL), to access all areas of the English 
curriculum. This includes provision for pupils that are exceptionally able (EA) in reading or writing, who will be 
given a broad range of extension activities, enabling them to be challenged appropriately. 
 
Appendices 

1) Reading 
2) Writing 
3) Spelling 
4) Handwriting  
5) Spoken language 

 
This policy should be read alongside the new National Curriculum in England (published September 2013) and 
other documents from the Standards and testing Agency. 
This policy should also be read in conjunction with other school policies including:  

 Learning and Teaching policy 
 Effective Marking  policy 
 Assessment policy 
 Homework policy 
 Inclusion policy 
 Early Years Foundation Stage policy 
 Exceptionally Able policy 
 SEND policy 
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