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         St Peter’s is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 

of children and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY  

Spring 2018 
 

Legal Status 
 St. Peter’s is a controlled Church of England Primary School and follows the 2014 Shropshire Agreed 
Syllabus for Religious Education.  Our Schemes of Work also incorporate ideas from the Non-statutory Framework 
for RE from the DCSF and the Lichfield Diocese scheme of work for Programmes and Breadth of Study.   
 

Aims  

 In Religious Education at St Peter’s School we aim that children will:- 

• develop a knowledge and understanding of Christianity and its impact on our local community, and on our 
society today 

• develop a knowledge and understanding of some of the other principal religious traditions  and cultures 
represented in the world today 

• develop a sense of respect for religious traditions, beliefs and practice 

• grow in their spiritual development 

• develop a sense of awe and wonder and mystery 

• develop skills and attitudes which support their personal, moral, social and cultural development 

• explore some questions of meaning and consider how the world's religions have responded to them 

• think about their own beliefs and values in the light of the beliefs of others, both religious and non 
religious, and the values of the school community 

 

Curriculum Planning in Religious Education 

There is a prominent focus on the 2 key Attainment Targets (as outlined in the Shropshire Agreed Syllabus) –  

• achieve knowledge and understanding of religious experiences, insights, beliefs and practices (AT1); 

• deepen or realise their own beliefs, and respect the freedom of other people to hold beliefs different from 

their own, so preparing them for life in a multi-cultural society (AT2). 

 
We plan our religious education curriculum in accordance with the Shropshire Agreed Syllabus, the Non-statutory 
Framework for R.E. and the Diocesan Guidelines for R.E.  We also use the Understanding Christianity resource 
across the whole school. We ensure that the topics studied in religious education build on prior learning. We offer 
opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the 
progression planned into the scheme of work offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through the 
school.  
 

Contribution of R.E. to the Teaching in Other Curriculum Areas at Key Stages One and Two 

English 

Religious education contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the  
skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening.   

 

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship 

Through our religious education lessons we teach the children about the values and moral beliefs that  
underpin individual choices of behaviour. So, for example, we contribute to the discussion of topics such as  



 

 

smoking, drugs and health education. We also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a  
democracy by teaching respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. In general, by promoting  
tolerance and understanding of other people, we enable children to appreciate what it means to be positive  
members of our multicultural society. 
 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development 
Through religious education in our school we provide opportunities for spiritual development. Children consider and 
respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life and we foster an environment for children to 
explore feelings of Awe and Wonder. We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong, through 
the study of moral and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense of 
identity in a multicultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in so doing; they 
develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives. 
 

Inclusion  
At our school we teach Religious Education to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. Religious 
education forms part of the school’s curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. 
Through our religious education teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all children to make good 
progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those children with special educational needs, those with disabilities, 
those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all 
reasonable steps to achieve this.  
 

Assessment for Learning 

Children demonstrate their ability in R.E. through a variety of different ways. Younger children might, for example, 
act out a famous story from the Bible, whilst older children might take part in hot-seating and other drama based 
activities. Children are encouraged to make judgements about how they might improve their work in the future.  
Teachers complete an R.E. skills assessment sheet at the end of each half termly theme.  These are passed up with 
each child throughout their time in St Peter’s so that progress can be monitored and developed.  Teachers also 
continually assess the children in their class against learning objectives for each theme. 

 

The Right of Withdrawal from RE 
At St Peter’s School we wish to be an inclusive community but recognise that parents, of course, have the  
legal right to withdraw their children from religious education on the grounds of conscience.  We would ask  
any parent considering this to contact the Headteacher to discuss any concerns or anxieties about the policy,  
provision and practice of religious education at St Peter’s School. 
 

Time allocation 

In line with The Shropshire Agreed Syllabus, R.E. teaching at our school follows these time allocations: 
FS – 25 / 30 hours in each year 
Y1/2 - 25 / 30 hours in each year 
Y3/4 - 35 hours in each year 
Y5/6 - 35 hours in each year 
This approximately equates to 1 x 45 minute session a week in KS1 and 1 x 1hour session in KS2. 
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